Honourable members of the Commission and Council – ladies and gentlemen.

Today I am a happy Faroese minister of education, research and developement.  Because today the Ministry recieves from our foreign minister Jørgen Niclassen  this important and for many years very wanted  membership of the EU research partnership. Now it is our responsibility to implement and act on the agreement, and of course I will put all my effort into doing this.
Faroe Islands have for several years had a wish to become a part of the European research programmes, so that our researchers have the same rights and obligations as other associated countries.
And I am sure, that we have a lot to gain, and a lot to give. There are many lucrative  research areas  within environment, oceanografi, gene technology, culture and language.  
Our country is tiny, but we can provide a full scale moderne society with well functionning educational, social and research systems. 
We are sourrounded by the Atlantic ocean – and the Atlantic Ocean is by some researchers called the heart beat of the global oceans.  And we have been a fairly isolated population, which makes the population an interesting research area. 
We can hardly wait to begin  – and our doors will, of course, be open for European researchers, who also seek to find the answer to important questions by researching and exploring our circumstances. I am sure, there are important answers to find. Together we can do it. 
Even if we are small – I will do my very best to ensure, that we will not think small.




